FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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TALLAHASSEE, FL — The North Florida Fair Association (NFF) has submitted a formal response for inclusion in the public record regarding the proposed Fairgrounds lease item recently added to the agenda for the upcoming County Commission meeting.
The response provides historical context, operational clarity, and the Association’s perspective on the long-term use and stewardship of the North Florida Fairgrounds. NFF outlines concerns related to proposed changes to the property, which would require the renegotiation of the current lease, and reaffirms its commitment to preserving the Fairgrounds as a community-centered asset supporting agriculture, education, family entertainment, and year-round economic activity.
“The Fairgrounds are more than a location — they represent decades of tradition, public service, and community investment,” said Miranda Muir, Executive Director of the North Florida Fair Association. “Our response is intended to ensure decision-makers and the public fully understand the implications of the proposed changes and how they may impact the Fair’s operations and future.”
The land on which the North Florida Fairgrounds operate was originally conveyed to the County in 1954 for a clear and specific purpose: to serve as the permanent home of the North Florida Fair and related community activities. For generations, that purpose has been fulfilled through agricultural education, youth programming, family entertainment, and continuous public use. The current lease does not expire until 2067.
Recent proposals that would divert portions of the Fairgrounds away from this intended purpose and a significant departure from the original intent of the land conveyance. Development that displaces fair operations—particularly in core areas—undermines the mission the land was meant to serve.
While the North Florida Fair Association remains committed to collaboration, transparency, and responsible stewardship, it also has a duty to safeguard the Fairgrounds for future generations. 
The North Florida Fair Association encourages community members to review the agenda materials, engage with their elected officials, and attend the upcoming meeting to remain informed on matters affecting the Fairgrounds.
About the North Florida Fair
The North Florida Fair is a long-standing community institution dedicated to promoting agriculture, education, youth development, and family entertainment. Held annually in Tallahassee, the Fairgrounds also serve as a year-round venue for community events and economic activities.
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