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North Florida Fair Announces Transition to All-Youth Livestock Shows Beginning in 2026
Tallahassee, FL — For more than 80 years, the North Florida Fair has served as one of the largest regional fairs in the Southeast, welcoming more than 125,000 guests annually while maintaining a steadfast mission: promoting agriculture and educating the next generation.
Continuing that commitment, the North Florida Fair Association has announced that beginning in 2026, the Fair’s livestock program will transition to an all-youth livestock show, placing an even greater emphasis on youth education, leadership development, and agricultural involvement through programs such as 4-H and FFA.
In recent years, livestock show participation has declined in several divisions, reflecting broader challenges faced by exhibitors and families across the region. Rising costs, time commitments, and the uncertainties associated with raising livestock have made participation more difficult for many families. After months of research and consultation with agricultural educators, youth program leaders, and other fairs across the state of Florida, the North Florida Fair Association determined that focusing resources on youth programming will best support the future of agriculture in the region.
“Our mission has always centered on agriculture and youth education,” said Miranda Muir, Executive Director. “While the Fair has grown tremendously over the decades, introducing young people to agriculture and helping them develop responsibility, leadership, and work ethic through livestock programs remains at the heart of what we do.”
The new youth-focused program will feature enhanced competitions including Premier Exhibitor, Showmanship, and additional educational opportunities designed to complement and strengthen the 4-H and FFA experience.
As part of the transition, the Fair will also increase its investment in youth exhibitors by directing more resources toward premiums, scholarships, educational seminars, and exhibitor support programs.
Fair leadership emphasized that the decision was made after extensive discussion and careful consideration of the long-term health of the livestock program.
“We recognize this represents a change for some longtime participants, and we are deeply grateful for the many exhibitors and families who have helped build the Fair’s livestock tradition over the decades,” Muir said. “By focusing on youth, we believe we can grow participation, strengthen agricultural education, and ensure the livestock program continues to thrive for generations to come.”
The North Florida Fair Association remains committed to expanding agricultural programming and exploring additional opportunities to celebrate and support agriculture throughout the region in the years ahead.
The 2026 North Florida Fair, November 5- 15, will continue to highlight agriculture, youth achievement, and community involvement while welcoming thousands of guests from across North Florida and beyond.
For more information about livestock programs and exhibitor opportunities, visit www.northfloridafair.com.
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